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General mandate of the OIE

One of the OIE’s main objectives

To ensure transparency in the global animal disease situation, 
including zoonosis.

Improve animal health and welfare worldwide



World Organisation for Animal Health · Protecting animals, Preserving our future | 4

116
listed diseases

>  940 000 visitors
per year

> 25 000 
subscribers

203 
Countries and territories 
providing data

WAHIS today

>1.7 millions 
pages viewed

per year

WAHIS is a secure online notification system whose main purpose is being a 
global and sensitive early warning system
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WAHIS for all

Export/ 
Import Verification

Detection

Access to 
market

Improve 
animal health 

status

Surveillance

A wealth of information 
accessible to all

• Veterinarians
• Countries
• Government agencies
• Trade partners
• Academics and 

researchers
• International 

organisations
• Journalists
• Public health

WAHIS
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WAHIS

Early warning 
system

Six-monthly 
reports

Annual 
reports

Immediate notifications

116 OIE-listed diseases
+

Emerging diseases 

116 OIE-listed diseases 
(twice a year)

Zoonosis/Animals population/VS
Wildlife (55 diseases)

Monitoring 
system



• General objective:

Inform the international community of relevant
epidemiological events through alert messages

EARLY WARNING SYSTEM

Through:

• immediate notifications

• follow-up reports

• final reports



Important concepts:

• Accurate and timely information (24h)

• Accurate geographical location

EARLY WARNING SYSTEM

Alert messages for exceptional 
epidemiological events /emerging 

diseases



http://www.oie.int/en/animal-health-in-the-world/the-world-animal-
health-information-system/registration-form/



Concept of event

Single outbreak or group of epidemiologically related
outbreaks of a given disease that is the subject of a
notification

An event includes all related outbreaks reported from the
immediate notification through to the final report



Concept of outbreak

Occurrence of one or several cases in an epidemiological unit.



Concept of epidemiological unit

A group of animals with a defined epidemiological relationship that
share approximately the same likelihood of exposure to a pathogen.
(…)











SIX-MONTHLY REPORT

General objective:

Monitor absence or presence, and evolution of all OIE-listed
diseases, infections or infestations over time



Different level of accuracy in early warning  / 
monitoring system



Annual Report

General structure
 Zoonotic diseases in humans
 Animal population
 Veterinarians and veterinary para-professionals
 National Reference laboratories
 Vaccine production



General objective:

Share additional information related to the
capacities of Veterinary Services, animal
population and impact of zoonotic diseases in
humans

Annual Report



Animal population density – whole country data



Animal population density – data  by administrative divisions 
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It’s now time for WAHIS+ !

Intensified animal 
production, food 

insecurity and climate 
change

Higher level 
of expectations 

Increased movement 
of people, 

animals and 
commodities

Require to evolve and adapt WAHIS to new and emerging necessities
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Broad participation in the identification of end users needs

Internal users
Delegates & Focal 
Points.
March 2016

On-line 
survey

206 respondents 
from 167 
countries

01

Recommendations

Governance
Methodology, 
Technical issues,
Budgeting
Skills -Human resources

02

On-line survey

739 stakeholders
from 143 countries

03

Consultative 
meetings

Specialist services 
providers

04

External users 
April 2017

WAHIS Think Tank
April 2016

WAHIS+ Project 
team 2017 
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Foundation

Rebuilding 
modernised Core 

modules

Evolutive

Interoperobility, 
integration with 

other systems and 
data sources

The temporal roll-out strategy for 4 stages

Dec. 2019 May 2020 2027 and beyondMarch 2021

Advanced

Integration of 
historical data after 
2005 (WAHIS) 
sources

Optimisation

Integration of 
historical data before 
2005 (Handistatus) 
sources
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Next steps

Development of 
WAHIS+ Core modules

Interconnectivity 
with partners

Training activities for 
WAHIS + users 

Progressive launch 
May  - Dec 2019
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WAHIS+ vision

Immediate

Interactive

Accurate

Modern

Immediate access to high-quality and 
reliable geospatial data

Dynamic display of information on 
animal diseases

More accurate (privacy ensured) 
Collaborative (more users 
simultaneously on different locations)

Modern and high quality GIS allowing
more contextual information and 
easier management of administrative 
divisions and conflict areas
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Example of maps 



information.dept@oie.int


